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PEOPLE and THINGS : By ATTICUS 


All, was proceeding normally 
«last Thursday’s meeting 
of the National Parks 
Commission, when my col¬ 
league Harold Abrahams was 
called from the table by a 
whispered “ Moscow on the 
line, sir." 

The call was from a leading 


Russian sports paper. Could 
they have Mr. Abrahams's 
views on the Olympic Games? 

At ten roubles a minute, for 
twenty-live minutes, Mr. 
Abrahams courteously com¬ 
plied. Finally the Russian 
reporter came to the vital 
“ And what did you think of 


the performance of Soviet excuse me, 1 must get on to 
athletes? ” Miss Thelma Hopkins.” ‘ 

“We all admired Kuts, of _ 

course," said Mr. Atyahams. General Electrician 

othJJ ®°? e C E -°-’ s contract to build the 

others might have done better 

If they hadn’t trained quite so Iargest atomIc power 

seriously.” station In the world Is mainly 

“Thank you,” said Moscow due to the efforts of one man. 
hastily. “ And now, if you will Arnold Lindley, G.E.C.’s 


ATTICUS looks back at- 



<p>ar Jfirat Cljrtatinas, \m 

i TpACH Week on Page One effect, the artist, in the present 
The Sunday Times re- instance, took the common and 

lished In the year 1822. different limbs on the canvass 
What, 1 wondered, did our from those he had received from 
first Christmas Issue have to n™ e „„? r ‘ n F c ^! 

cjv'J Gporcp TV woe r\f disapprovGd oF the difference, 

say. ueorge iy was King or, but d 1( j not mention it to any one 
England. Napoleon had died at that moment. The next 
the year . before. James morning, however, she rose 
M titop vdq e of fho rather earlier than usual and, 

rr^fS President of the wrap p in g herself in a morning . 
United States, Robert Southey dress, proceeded in her slippers 
was Poet Laureate and Sir to room where the picture 

James Lawrence President of ' v “t®, e e S? e ' , h T 1 !, e S- ta “- ng J ip 

tK 0 „ TT»_, the flrst brush which came in her 

the Royal Academy. Franklin way, she. in two or three minutes, 
was exploring the Antarctic effectually removed every trace of 
and that year hansom cabs th ® Prince's legs. The astonished 
were introduced into London. w!s7omple\ U ed. and irith 

I turned back the files to fear and trembling inquired of 
December ?? 1R9!> nnrt fnnnA Iler Royal Highness the cause of 
H' iS Whgt lie ^held. P ™CK5, 

no comment on these people good-humouredly, but with her 
and things. characteristic elevation of senti- 

Tnsteart- ment, replied.that she disliked 

instead. flattery in any shape and more- 

over, as she admired her Lord 
SPIRITS.- ( an<1 Prince, such as he really 

V was, above all other men, no 
u..j,-«r..i, representation of his Royal High¬ 
lit PaMIc, ness cou)d meet wjth her ap p E ro _ 

4 '■ / bation, if it differed from the 

" I original." The artist, of course. 

- 1 *». f bowed assent, and eventually 

■t ■•dsew. succeeded in flnishing the picture 

wiS.u.iJwttna.,«) according to nature and agree- 
ably to her Royal Highness's 



If hen rum teas Us. 6d. a gallon—" High Life Beloiv Stairs .” by 
Robert Cruikshank, brother of the better-known George. 


Under the heading Court of 
Common Council I found this 


Then to the day’s gossip under tne neac 
paragraph: Common Council 

The celebration of Prince dead-pan report: 

Leopold’s birth-day by hts trades- vote or Thanks to the Lord 
men on Monday evening has M»vnn 

reminded us of an anecdote rela- mayor 

tlve to his Royal Highness and Mr. Whitby moved a vote of 


his late lamented Consort, the thanks to the late Lord Mayor 
Princess Charlotte, which we for the conciliatory manner in 
heard some time back from what which he had presided In that 
we deem very good authority, court; for his ready access to all 
Not long before the 
melancholy event of I 
Her Royal High¬ 
ness's demise, an 
artist of eminence 
was at her request 
employed in painting 
a full-length portrait 
of Prince Leopold, In 
his robes of the Order 
of the Garter. When 
the work was ad¬ 
vanced in a state of 
considerable forward¬ 
ness, and seemingly 
to the satisfaction of 
all parties, we under¬ 
stand the Princess 
Charlotte suddenly 
conceived a dislike to 
one part of the Sgure, 
and took rather a 
singular mode of 
communicating it to 
the artist. Our 
readers have all. 
probably noticed the 
large mass of drapery 
round a Knight of 
the Order of the 
Garter, when full 
robed, and how much 
this circumstance, 
together with the 
extravagant rosettes 
worn at the knee, as 
well as on the foot, 
upon such occasions, 
tends to diminish the 
apparent size of the 
leg, and to injure its Prince Leopold in Garter robes: the 

p 2 ?i^cTpany 0rt we portrait by Lawrence at Windsor Castle, 

believe, to obviate reproduced by gracious permission of 
this Inconvenient H.M. the Queen. 



descriptions and classes of 
persons: for his vigilance in the 
preservation of good order In 
the city: and for his ability, 
punctuality and mildness in the 
administration of public justice. 
No discussion ensued upon this 
motion, but a division took place, 
when there appeared: 

For It Against It 

Aldermen .. 1 Aldermen .. 0 
Commoners 25 Commoners 51 
Tellers .... 2. Tellers _ 2 


The issue abounds In Incon¬ 
sequential snippets: 

The savages of America learn 
to swear in English, having no 
correspondent expressions in 
their native language.—The 
arrangements for lighting Paris 
with gas are in a state of great 
forwardness.—In a bookseller's 
catalogue lately appeared the 
following article: "Memoirs of 
Charles the First, with a head 
capitally executed." — Birming¬ 
ham lately received large orders 


One perceives a delightful 
absence of editorial eyebrow- 
lalsing: 


near Boroughbridge, was de¬ 
livered of a line male child, 
having three thumbs. 

A certain skittishness in¬ 
trudes: 

A watchman, named Carney, of 
St. James's parish, on getting 
home In the morning of Wed¬ 
nesday se’nnlght, found there 
three little guardians of the night 
of which his wife had been 
delivered. 


Our Boxing reporter of 1822, 
describing The Battle between 
Granger the Navigator, and 
Matthews the Warminster 
man, says this of Round Two: 

Matthews was hit hard by the 
right hand on the right ear. 
which sent him away, but he did 
not go down: he recovered him¬ 
self, went boldly up to his 
adversary’s head, and drew his 
cork. The claret flew merrily, 
and Granger felt as if not to 
know whether he had lost the 
prominent feature of his head. .. 
* # # 

The Harold Hobson of the 


period sharpened his pen on 
Drury Lane: 

We have little to observe on the 
language of this Opera. The 
characters are so Ill-drawn, that 
any composition would suit them. 
In the poetry we could not dis- 



Madame Vestris. In the Opera 
under review she “ played with 
great spirit 

cover any -thing superior to 
common-place sentiment. and 
versification. 


But reporters were wary of 


We understand that some 
circumstances have lately 
occurred in the West of England 
which are likely to lead to dis¬ 
closures of so delicate a nature 
as. to involve in their conse¬ 
quences the everlasting happiness 
and regulation of whole families. 
We do not at present profess to 
be informed of all that relates to 
this affair: but knowing only so 
much of it as we do. we sincerely 
hope that the sober judgment, or 
the interposition of friends, will 
avert the threatened ruin, and 
keep the world in Ignorance of 
the subject. 


In the usual, empty Christ¬ 
mas week, our diplomatic 
correspondent filled in with: 

We suspect that we are on the 
eve of having Intelligence of 
great, perhaps decisive, im¬ 
portance. . . . 


Director of Heavy Engineering, 
has for four years insisted that 
G.E.C. should “ go bald-headed 
for nuclear power.” The com¬ 
pany has spent over £500,000 
on research. 

Lindley, a quiet-spoken man 
of 58, was apprenticed to Fraser 
and Chalmers, a subsidiary of 
G.E.C., as a mechanical en¬ 
gineer at the age of seventeen. 
After a long spell In South 
Africa, he returned as general 
manager of Fraser and 
Chalmers In 1052. 

The £35 million ‘contract 
which, G.E.C. tells me, Lindley 
personally secured. Is the 
largest ever placed with a 
British concern. The station, 
with a capacity of 360,000 kw.. 
Is to be at Hunterston, on the 
Ayrshire coast. Work will start 
as soon as compensation has 
been paid to several angry 
farmers who grow potatoes on 
the site, and should be finished 
by 1961. 

Tasteful Gifties 
(GRACIOUS gifts advertised in 
' Jr the American Press in¬ 
clude: Mink toothbrushes . . . 
Elvis Presley bracelet, with pic¬ 
ture of Elvis, guitar, hound and 
shattered heart ... Musical 
Madonna: “Genuine Graffetto 
Chapel reverently hand-made 
by old-world craftsmen. 
Gracious patina of age skil¬ 
fully applied. When opened, 
sacred music Is Intoned” . . . 
Bald head hairbrush “ soft- 
as-a-kltten’s purr," contour 
shaped .... Waterproof, foam- 
fllled bath pillow with suction 
cups ...” Turn Over Darling ” 
Snore-S t o p p e r—a battery- 
operated buzzer for the snorer’s 
pillow . . . Sonotone Hearing 
Aids—“Please Santa give my 
Daddy a Sonotone so he can 
hear me say Merry Christmas.” 


the following accident statis¬ 
tics put together by "Sports 
Illustrated.” 

Seventy-five per cent, of all 
Injuries happen to people who 
have never taken a lesson. 

The most dangerous time is 
between two and four, when 
you are tired, the snow is freez¬ 
ing and there Is a low sun 
angle. 

Forty-four per cent, of all 
Injuries are sprains, twenty- 
nine per cent, fractures and 
nine per cent, lacerations. 

The accident-prone parts of 
the body are: ankles forty per 
cent., knees twenty-five per 
cent., legs fifteen per cent,, all 
others twenty per cent. 

On a- more cheerful note, 
statistics show that any one 
skier will average 143 outings 
before he gets” hurt. 

Stop Press 

TfENO, Nevada. Mr. Arthur 
11 Ellen, a hypnotist, has sent 
a telegram to President Eisen¬ 
hower suggesting that he 
“lead the nation” by putting 
his turkey in a trance before 
chopping off Its head. 

Mr. Ellen advised the Presi¬ 
dent that hypnotism " Is easily 
done by first talking to him 
(the bird) softly, laying his 
head quietly on the ground 
where you stretch a piece of 
white string. 

” His eyes focus on the string, 
thereby allaying his fears and 
virtually putting him to sleep. 
The bird Is not frightened at 
the time of the execution, 
tastes better due to the absence 
of adrenalin In the bloodstream 
and plucks easier because the 
muscles holding the feathers 
are relaxed.” 

People and Words 

"The ideal man is healthy and lit 
and has a well-trained mind. The 
book-warm and the gladiator are 


The Treasury ought not to treat 
the taxpayer like a battery hen. to 
be squeezed and squeezed until he 
has laid the approximate quota ol 
taxable eggs and then have his neck 


medals instead ol nine if only 
there’d been one for tossing the 
hammer and sickle." 

—Heard In Budapest. 

“ Rock ’n' roll is only cold soup 
warmed up.” 

—Mr. Louis Armstrong. 






